




62 THE 39 STEPS 

HANNAY. Quite sure, thank you! Look here, sheriff, I don't 
want to rush you or anything but oughtn't we be taking 
steps? This is serious you know. If it weren't, you don't 
suppose I'd put myself in your hands with a murder 
charge hanging over me? 

SHERIFF. Ach! Never heed the murder Mr. Hannay! I don't 
doubt you'll be able to convince Scotland Yard of your 
innocence as easily as you've convinced me. All I need 
is a short statement to forward to the proper author
ity. I've son1eone coming from the police station next 
door to take it down. Biscuit? (N]) 

HANNAY. No biscuit thank you! 
SHERIFF. Nice Garibaldi.? 
HANNAY. Listen, sheriff, there's no time to be lost! He's got

the information! And it's absolutely vital to the safety 
of-

(CLOWN 1 bursts through the door as the CHIEF INSPEC

TOR.) 

INSPECTOR Are you wishing to see me, sheriff? 
SHERIFF. Indeed I am, Chief Inspector! Do you think I 

enjoy playing for time with a MURDERER!!! 

HANNAY. 1VIURDERER??? 

CHIEF INSPECTOR MURDERER!!! 

SHERIFF. Richard Hannay, you are under arrest! On the 
charge of wilful murder of a woman unknown in Port
land Mansions London on Tuesday last . Take him to 
the county gaol! 

HANNAY. You heard my story! It's true! Every word of it! 
SHERIFF. Listen, Hannay! We're not such imbeciles in 

Scotland as some smart Londoners may think! I don't 
believe your cock-and-bull story about the professor! 
Why he's my best friend in the district! 

(picks up phone) 

Get me Professor Jordan! 
HANNAY. If the professor didn't shoot me - where did this 

bullet come from? 
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